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Are We There Yet?  Fantastic Fort Bragg
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First, there’s all that beauty.

We stayed in the incompa-

incline over a stretch o
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he Beachcomber

you, t
ve much in the way of

frills. The rooms are as ba

basic can get: two beds, a T

small table, small bathroom-—and
all are white-glove clean. The

s range from $11

depending o

rooms have kitchenettes

Four

and several posh suites have a
fireplace and hot tub. Large fami-

lies take note: One room boasts

three queen-sized beds with a

oplace. The comped breakfast
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pastries,
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G]ass Beach, just a moment’s

drive from the Beachcomber,

ting to check out but not

inte

nearly as stunning as we'd imag-
ined. Years ago, the community
used the beach as a town dump

rs later they

e dump, but glass

cleaned up the

criginating from the dumped

fra:a] t washing up onto the

beach and it’s still there today.
The Glass Beach tide pools are

fun to examine and the rock
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s are great ¢

your mountain goats.

You can't skip the MacKer-
richer State Park Beach where
you'll get up close and friendly
with the resident seals and sea
lions, and—if you're lucky—spy
whales. The tide pools are brim-
ming with creatures and the
sunsets are incredible.

When you need some good
times that don’t involve sand, the
kids will be thrilled to discover
the beautifully built Wiggles and
Giggles kids’ park in Fort Bragg at
Laurel and Whipple just seconds
off the main drag, Hwy. 1. The
Fort Bragg library, with a comfy
children's room, is just across the
street and perfect when you...I
mean, the kids...could use a little
quiet time.

We wish we'd taken a ride
on the famed Skunk Train, a
40-mile train ride through beauti-
ful canyons, rivers and big trees.
The ride takes approximately four
may be a tad long for
the little guys.

hours, so it

All kids will love the new
Sigrid and Harry Spath Aquatic

Facility, a fo

first water p ark in Fort Bragg.

rmal name for the

misty or even

j outside? The great times

are happening indoors at this

awesome water park. Just grab
suits and towels and prep yourself
to have an insanely difficult time
pulling the kids out of this huge
pool and even taller, giganto water

slide. Not to be missed.

olic

On Hwy. 1 my choe:

husband screeched to a halt when
he saw the Mendocino Chocolate
Company sign. [ grumbled. Hours





[image: image3.jpg]My two kids ran right out of our room’s

sliding door, down the incline, onto the sand—

and never wanted to leave. They built sand

castles, played catch with the waves and

marveled at crabs while I marveled at them.

later, in our room, I rejoiced
that he'd stopped as I attacked
two white boxes packed with
chocolates that he’d hand-selected.
The best pizza in town is a toss-
up between D’Aurelio’s Italian
Restaurant and Piachi Pub &
Pizzeria. You can’t miss with
either of them. Want something
upscale? You'll find a stunning
sunset view, awesome crab cakes
and pasta, and a fabulous wine
list at Heron’s by the Sea.
Parents will be thrilled
to see a Safeway, a Rite-
Aid, a McDonalds and even
a Starbucks in Fort Bragg.
Filling the ice chest with milk,
cheese and crackers is a snap;
leaving Fort Bragg and making
the four-hour trek home is
the hard part. Thankfully, the

memories are yours to keep. k




