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ADVERTISING FEATUREDE S T I NAT ION S

The Gravenstein Apple 
Fair is hosted by Sonoma 
County Farm Trails and has 

a long and rich history in Sonoma 
County. Sebastopol staged its fi rst 
Apple Show in 1910 on Main Street 
in a tent across from the Petaluma 
and Santa Rosa Railway Depot. 
This small event celebrating the 
tart but sweet apple called the 
Gravenstein became an annual 
bash occurring every August, 
focused on showcasing apples and 
apple products during the peak 
of their season. The fair annually 
sported huge custom structures 
for front entrance gates and 
elaborate apple displays by local 
packing plants, canneries and apple 
drying companies. Processing and 
marketing apples had become big 
business. Sculptors were hired to 
build ¼ scale buildings and even a 
locomotive out of whole fresh and 
dried sliced apples. Those early 
fairs had a carnival like atmosphere 
and were attended by people from 
all over the United States.

Today, the Gravenstein Apple 
Fair continues the tradition of 
celebrating and exhibiting apples, 
combined with fantastic live music 

on two stages, great food, cooking 
demonstrations from local chefs, 
arts and crafts booths, a petting 
zoo, pony rides and so much more. 
Visitors experience the feeling of 
an old time country get-together, 
you can throw darts at apples, ride 
in a wagon pulled by plow horses, 

shop the local artisan booths 
for handmade jewelry, clothing, 
pottery and gourmet goodies. 
There are fun activities, like the 
Hay Maze for the kids, kid focused 
performances, bee keeper displays, 
and a fi ne selection of local wine 
and brews for the adults.

What kind of a fair would it be 
without contests — local home 
cooks can enter a pie in the Apple 
Pie Baking contest sponsored by the 
Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce 
or adults and children can enter the 
Pie Eating Contest, the no-hands 
Caramel Apple Eating Contest, 

Applesauce Drinking Contest and 
the Apple Juggling Contest. There 
is no doubt that the Gravenstein 
Apple Fair is one of the most kid-
friendly festivals of the year, but 
it’s fun for adults as well. With 
an incredible selection of food, a 
wine tent featuring award winning 
wine from all over Sonoma County 
and two beer tents, there truly is 
something for everyone.

The 2011 Gravenstein Apple Fair 
promises to be an incredible year 
of music, food, crafts and activities. 
The Fair has a great line-up of 
live music, featuring headliners; 
Tom Rigney & Flambeau, Mitch 
Woods & His Rocket 88’s and 
Solid Air. The fair also offers two 
additional stages with cooking 
demonstrations and a “Life on the 
Farm” stage that features live farm 
shows with activities like milking a 
goat or shearing a sheep.

Don’t miss the Fair, August 13th 
& 14th at Ragle Ranch Park, 10-6 on 
Saturday and 10-5 on Sunday. This 
year tickets are available online at 
gravensteinapplefair.com. Tickets 
go on sale June 1st and we will be 
offering pre-ticket sale promotions. 
See you at the fair!

The sweetest little fair in Sonoma County
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Art • Food • Music • Wine & Beers • Chef Demos • Contests • Kid Activities

When vacation season arrives, 
men and women want to protect 
themselves as much as possible 
regardless of where they’ll be 
vacationing. Travel insurance has 
long been 
a security 
blanket some 
rely on when 
traveling. 
However, travel 
insurance 
might not 
always be 
necessary. 
For example, 
some travelers 
might already 
be covered. 
Oftentimes, a 
homeowners’ 
or renters’ 
policy provides 
coverage for 
items stolen 
away from 
home. In 
the case of 
lost luggage, 
airlines are 
required to reimburse passengers 
whose luggage have been lost.

Another thing to consider before 
purchasing travel insurance is 
whether or not a credit card or 
auto club membership already 
provides protection. Accidental 
death and dismemberment 
coverage might already be covered 
by a credit card company or auto 

club membership, eliminating 
the need for additional travel 
insurance.

But travel insurance is 
sometimes benefi cial. Some travel 

insurance 
provides 
protection in 
the case of a 
cancelled or 
interrupted 
trip. While a 
trip canceled 
due to a natural 
disaster will 
likely garner a 
full refund even 
without travel 
insurance, 
travelers who 
must cancel 
or interrupt 
trips because 
of a family 
emergency 
or a work-
related issue 
might benefi t 
from travel 
insurance that 

protects them in such a scenario.
Travel insurance policies that 

offer emergency medical assistance 
coverage can also be valuable, 
especially to travelers with an 
adventurous spirit. Such a policy 
provides assistance should you be 
hospitalized overseas or need to 
be fl own home due to sickness or 
injury. 

Is travel insurance necessary?
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5560 Fawnridge Road | Auburn, CA 95602
(530)887-9522 | fawnridgewine.com | OPEN 10-5 Fri-Sun

FAWNRIDGE WINERY’S 
AWARD-WINNING WINES ARE OUR PRIDE & JOY

Come visit our newly remodeled tasting room & share a glass with us!
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Beachcomber 
Motel

on the Beach!

www.thebeachcombermotel.com

1.800.400.SURF (7873)

ON HIGHWAY ONE, JUST NORTH OF FORT BRAGG, CALIFORNIA

Make time for sunsets
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(707) 545 8530 | Santa Rosa, CA
FlamingoResort.com

*Sun–Thurs nights, s/dbl Occ. 7/04–8/31 ADV RESV REQ. Excludes 7/11–14 and 8/11

Summer Weekday $99 Special*

∙ 2 pools
∙ 8,000 sq. ft. health club & spa
∙ Free tennis
∙ Free parking
∙ Lounge entertainment
∙ Poolside dining

19
99
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Savvy travelers to the 
Mendocino area have learned 
about the best kept secret on 
the North Coast and this time of 
year is perfect for others to enjoy 
the distinctive advantages of the 
Beachcomber Motel in Fort Bragg.

The Beachcomber Motel, lo-
cated on the water, offers accom-
modations to fi t any budget and 
impressive amenities above and 
beyond the scenic waterfront, such 
as king sized beds, hot tub, fi re-
place, vaulted ceiling, microwave, 
refrigerator, DVD with fl at-screen 
TV and panoramic ocean view. The 
pet-friendly motel also features 
Wi-Fi and surrounding decks pro-
vide spectacular views and an ideal 
setting for relaxation.

Besides the accommodations 
themselves, visitors appreciate the 
convenient location and plentiful 
activities available while stay-
ing at the Beachcomber Motel. 
Walk across historic Pudding 
Creek Trestle to Glass Beach or to 
Downtown Fort Bragg for a little 
shopping spree. Stop in the galler-
ies and enjoy some of the many 

festivals or take in a play, listen to 
live jazz and discover great shops 
and great restaurants. Ride the 
Skunk Train into the heart of the 
redwoods. And don’t forget to 
stroll downtown for wine tastings 
and First Friday festivities each 
month. There’s no place you can let 

everything go and relax as much as 
you can at the Beachcomber “On 
the Beach”.

The Beachcomber Motel is lo-
cated on Highway One just North 
of Fort Bragg. For more information 
visit www.thebeachcombermotel.
com or call 800.400.SURF (7873)

The best kept secret on 
the North Coast  

Plan a weekend getaway 
to wine country

With a recent $4 Million remodel that landed a city award for water 
conservation, the Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa has been Sonoma 
County Fair’s Headquarters Hotel for the past three years. This year, 
two complimentary fair tickets to the music, the races and the rides are 
included with weekday reservations July 27 to August 14. Start your week-
end in Wine Country at the Flamingo’s poolside happy hour from 4-6 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday. It’s the perfect way to unwind with sum-
mer cocktails, melodic piano music, dancing under the tent and cheerful 
splashes from the pool in the background. Stay the night. Dine poolside. 
Enjoy nightly Lounge entertainment. Feast on the renowned Sunday 
brunch at Santa Rosa’s favorite resort and Sonoma County’s best value.

Flamingo Conference Resort and Spa, (800) 848-8300; 
www.fl amingoresort.com


